
THE 3RD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

January 26, 2025 | 8:00  and 10:30am

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Thornville, Ohio

VISITORS 

We welcome you in the name of Christ and hope his word of forgiveness and 
freedom finds you while you are with us this morning. If you are visiting or are  new
to our church, we ask that you complete a yellow Connection Card and pass it to the
center isle for collection during the Entrance Hymn. We  would like to be in touch
with you and to let you know more about Grace  Lutheran. We are glad you are with
us.

OUR WORSHIP 

Lutherans think of worship not in terms of something we do for God, but rather what
God does for us. We often call our worship a "service," and that means that God
serves us in our need. At the end of his life in 1546, Martin Luther famously said,
"We are beggars" before God. In our liturgy (order of worship), which includes
hymns and songs, specially selected Bible readings, preaching, and Holy
Communion, God serves us by delivering to us sinful human beings the good news
of Jesus Christ as Savior, which we grasp by faith. We respond with prayer, praise,
and thanksgiving, which carries over into our everyday lives.

PARENTS AND YOUNG CHILDREN

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me." The presence of children in 
worship, even when they are noisy, is a gift to the Church and a reminder that  our
parish is growing. If you have to leave worship with your children, feel free to do so,
but even more so, feel free to come back in! 

PRAYER BEFORE HOLY COMMUNION

We do not presume to come to your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy to gather up the
crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord whose property is always to have
mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus
Christ, and so to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us. Amen
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ORDER FOR WORSHIP - BLUE BOOK SETTING 5

Watchword: And people will come from east and west, and from north and south,
and recline at table in the kingdom of God. – Luke 13:29 ESV

PRELUDE |  WELCOME | OPENING PRAYER

 Confession and Absolution

INVOCATION 

The people stand.

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the  c Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that,
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen.

CONFESSION 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

The people kneel for silent reflection and self-examination.
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P: Gracious God,
C: Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and

unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that
we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

The pastor stands and addresses the assembly.

P: Almighty God has mercy on you, forgives you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthens you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keeps you in eternal life.

C: Amen.

The people stand.

 Gathering 

ENTRANCE HYMN          Thy Strong Word Green Book 233

Connection Cards/Prayer Requests should be passed to the center isle at this time.

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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THE KYRIE A=Leader; C=all voices

THE HYMN OF PRAISE C=all voices; I=female voices; II=male voices
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and
to teach with authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit, that we, too,
may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and
proclaim liberty to the captive; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

The people may be seated.
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 The Liturgy of the Word 

THE FIRST LESSON Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

L: A reading from Nehemiah.

From the renewed reading of the Scriptures, God's people learn the important truth: the
Lord looks upon us with joy, and faith in that good news is our strength.

1And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water
Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses
that the Lord had commanded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest brought the Law
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand
what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3And he read from it
facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in
the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand.
And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.

5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all
the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6And Ezra blessed the
Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up
their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their
faces to the ground.

8They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading. 9And Nehemiah, who was
the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not
mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law.
10Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and
send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our
Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALMODY Psalm 19

The verses chanted alternately by the cantor and the congregation.

1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* and the firmament | shows 
his handiwork.

2One day tells its tale | to another,* and one night imparts 
knowledge | to another.

3Although they have no | words or language,* and their voices | are not heard,
4their sound has gone out in- | to all lands,* and their message to the 

ends | of the world.

5In the deep has he set a pavilion | for the sun;* it comes forth like a bridegroom 
out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to | run its course.

6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the
end of | it again;* nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.

7The law of the Lord is perfect and re- | vives the soul;* the testimony of 
the Lord is sure and gives wisdom | to the innocent.

8The statutes of the Lord are just and re- | joice the heart;* the
commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light | to the eyes.

9The fear of the Lord is clean and en- | dures forever;* the judgments of the Lord 
are true and righteous | altogether.

10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold,*
sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.

11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,* and in keeping them there 
is | great reward.

12Who can tell how often | he offends?* Cleanse me from my | secret faults.
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13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 
dominion | over me;* then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent 
of a | great offense.

14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable | in your sight,* O Lord, my strength and | my redeemer.

THE SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

L: A reading from 1 Corinthians.

The body is many parts, and it is all one.

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit
we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all
were made to drink of one Spirit. 14For the body does not consist of one
member but of many. 15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.
16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body
were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were
an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18But as it is, God arranged the
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single
member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, yet one
body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again
the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of
the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of
the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our
unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24which our more
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving
greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25that there may be no division in the
body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice
together.
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27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds
of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all
interpret? 31But earnestly desire the higher gifts.

L: The Word of the Lord.      C: Thanks be to God.

THE VERSE

The people please stand.

THE GOSPEL Luke 4:14-21

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 4 th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord

P: 14And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about
him went out through all the surrounding country. 15And he taught in their
synagogues, being glorified by all. 16And he came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was
written,
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18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19to
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down.
And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to
say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

P: The Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

The people may be seated.

SERMON               Pastor Tom Jacobson

HYMN OF THE DAY      Rise Up, O Saints of God! Green Book 383

The people stand.

THE APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  d resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition: A: Hear us, O God;    C: your mercy is great.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

 The Liturgy of Holy Communion 

THE PEACE 

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you.

The people greet one another in the name of the Lord and then are seated.

OFFERING

Stationary plates have been placed in the sanctuary for giving offerings before or after 
service. Online giving through the church's website is also highly encouraged. Music will
play to provide a time for prayer and reflection.

Choir Anthem (10:30 only): "One Bread, One Body" 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE

The people stand.

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. Merciful God,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

THE PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right .... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THE SANCTUS 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have
eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may
receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

THE FRACTION

P: God brings forth wine to gladden us.
C: and bread to strengthen the human heart.
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LAMB OF GOD

The people may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION

Lutherans teach that Holy Communion (the Lord's Supper) was instituted by Jesus Christ
himself for us to eat and drink. As his words declare, with bread and wine, he imparts to us
his body and blood, and with it the grace of God. This sacrament is God's way of giving us
the good news of Jesus in a concrete, physical way as we continue our pilgrimage on earth.
We are rightly prepared to receive this great gift when we come before God with humility
and faith. All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized and
believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is truly present in, with and under the forms
of bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.

To receive Holy Communion, come forward in two lines (10:30) or one line (8:00) as the
ushers direct you. With open hands, you will receive the bread from the pastor or
assisting minister. For those not able to receive regular bread, some gluten free wafers
are available. Then proceed to receive the wine from an assistant on your side of the
sanctuary. Take an empty cup, which will be filled using a pouring chalice. For those not
able to receive wine, there are some pre-filled cups of grape juice available. After
receiving the Lord's Supper, the communicant may say "Amen" and return to your pew
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for prayer. Those choosing not to receive Holy Communion may come forward for a
brief prayer and blessing. You may indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest.

Hymns during distribution: Green Book 425, 225, 212

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The people please stand.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body
and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power
of his endless life, now and forever. 

C: Amen.

 Sending 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

P: Almighty God, Father, c Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God! 

SENDING HYMN          O Word of God Incarnate Green Book 231

THE POSTLUDE 

We are sent into the world to proclaim God’s grace in word and deed.

PRAYER AFTER WORSHIP

Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day with our ears may be grafted
onto our hearts through your grace, that they may produce in us the fruit of a good life,
to the praise and honor of your name, through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
65 E. Columbus St. 
Thornville, OH 43076
(740) 246-6576 
office@gracethornville.org 
www.gracethornville.org 
The Rev. Dr. Thomas Jacobson, Pastor

COMMEMORATIONS:

As Christians in the twenty-first century, we are called to remember that God's people of
the past form a great "cloud of witnesses" (Hebrews 12:1). In that spirit, we
commemorate memorable Christians of the past, usually on the day of their death.
Though imperfect, their witness inspires us today as we run the race of faith. This week,
the Church commemorates:

Jan. 26 Timothy, Titus, and Silas
Jan. 27 Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe  
Feb. 2 THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD (FEB. 2)

Malachi 3:1-4 Psalm 84 
Hebrews 2:14-18 Luke 2:22-40 


